
MEETING 
DATES 

Monday 
February 9, 2026 
Board MeeƟng 
Lou MalnaƟ’s 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Monday, Feb. 23 
Program MeeƟng 

6:30 pm 
The Breakers 

 
No regular meeƟngs are held in the 

summer however the Board will 
meet two Ɵmes to plan  the 2025-26 
Lions year. All members are invited 
to aƩend Summer Board meeƟngs 

but no meals will be served. 

Lions PRIDE 
Crystal	Lake	Lions	Club FEBRUARY 

2026	 

OUR             
95th YEAR !! 
Since 1931 

Express Entry, Steaks Sizzle 
At 26th Steak Fry 

The Club has entered a new era in project fundraising as the 26th 
Annual Winter Steak Fry was a huge success. Steak Fry aƩendees 
were able to register online and purchase their Ɵckets, Games of 
Chanse, Heads and Tails game and even bid on the dozens of Silent 
AucƟon items with their phones. It all appeared to go seamlessly. 
With nearly a dozen check in staƟons there were no long lines at 
the CL Lions Club acƟvity tent upon entering. 
Great weather was also a blessing. The grill crew skillfully managed 
the hundreds of chefs under the club’s magnificent flag hoisted up 
on the Whitey’s crane. A neon cement mixer added great ambiance 
with music pounding in the background. Certainly The best place to 
be on a late January Saturday Night in Crystal Lake. 
Inside the salad tables were beauƟful and plenƟful. One at each 
end of the room. AddiƟonal bars were added this year. There ap-
peared to be no frustraƟng lines. 
The games went great. Stacey Cruise is going to have a hard Ɵme 
not emceeing next year. She was persuasive in selling the last few 
Mystery Boxes. The final two gentlemen in the Heads and Tails 
game did not agree to split. One went home with $1,000. 
Lion MaƩ Eby’s Ring toss game was popular. Whiskey and Bourbon 
were the high end targets. 
The Silent AucƟon tables were tremendously done. Something for 
everyone. Every item/basket was sold. 
The club once again represented well. We get tremendous support 
from our community. It will be felt when the DonaƟons CommiƩee 
meets in the future and will be able to give it back. 

INCREDIBLE RESULTS ON PAGE 2 !! 
 



   Lion President 

 

Our recent Steak Fry was a tremendous success 
and a proud moment for us. Thanks to the incred-
ible generosity of our guests, sponsors, and sup-
porters, we raised over $100,000! This achieve-
ment is a true reflection of the strength of our 
community and the collective commitment to 
helping our neighbors. I want to extend my deep-
est appreciation to every member of the Steak Fry 
Committee, who worked tirelessly over the past 
several months to plan, organize, and execute this 
event with excellence. Their dedication, teamwork, 
and countless volunteer hours made this out-
standing outcome possible. I look forward to next 
year's 80s-themed steak fry! 
As we look ahead, I’m excited for what’s next for 
our club, including our spring meat raffle and our 
annual golf outing. These events not only help us 
continue our mission of service but also bring our 
members and community together in Lionism and 
fun. 
Happy birthday Rob Cruise! 
-Lion Kevin 



 

 
Crystal Lake Lions Club President Kevin 

Byrnes addresses Winter Steak Fry 
guests. What threads! 

Lion          
Tony  

Lamping 
giving free 
grilling Ɵps 



2025– 2026 Club Ofϐicers 

President              Kevin Byrnes 

1st  V. P.               Tony ColatorƟ 

2nd V.P.                Chris Morgan 

3rd Vice Pres.       Darren Boyk 

Secretary               Dan Johnson 

Treasurer              John Dewey 

Tail Twister           Jim Zambon 

Asst. T T     Griff MacDonald 

Lion Tamer        MaƩ Eby 

Asst T.   J T   Matlachowski  

Director           Rob Parrish 

Director      Brennan Markee 

Director       Doug Lomen 

Director        Rob Wood   

Director        Bob Moravec 

 

 

 

Published monthly by the 
 

Crystal Lake Lions Club 
Post Office Box 48 

Crystal Lake, IL 60039-0048 
Crystallakelions.org 

 
Editor Lion Robert Moravec 
moravecs3@comcast.net  

Pride   (prid),   n.,  v., 
1 a high opinion of one’s own worth or possessions. 
7 group of Lions     8  any large or impressive group—v.t. pride 
8 Oneself, be proud of.  [Old English pryde, proud} 

 Club Hears “ChaƩer Girls”              
PresentaƟon 

Alicia Marcos Birong was on hand at our January 
26 program meeƟng to give a presentaƟon on 
ChaƩerGirls in which she is the Founder and Ex-
ecuƟve Director. ChaƩerGirls is dedicated to fos-
tering the emoƟonal well-being of girls 8-14 by 
nurturing and empowering their confidence and 
self awareness. She created ChaƩerGirls to sup-
port  young girls facing social pressures. 
The club presented Alicia with a $500.00 dona-
Ɵon for her conƟnued success. 
 

www.ChaƩerGirls.org 



 

 

 

 Club’s Eyeglasses DonaƟons                   
Roar Past 50,000 Pair 

Lion Bob Moravec will tell you that he has an unusual hobby. He col-
lects used eyeglasses. He has been the Used Eyeglasses chairman 
since December of 2015. He has recently passed a milestone,  
50,000 pair. 
Lion Bob has collecƟon boxes set up all around town. Most are set 
up in optometrist offices, but other popular locaƟons are at the li-
brary, city hall, Algonquin Township recycling center, and Joe’s Bar-
ber shop. Club members also bring eyeglasses to the meeƟngs. 
The Crystal Lake Lions work with the Lions of Illinois FoundaƟon to 
recycle the glasses. The collected glasses are cleaned, sorted and 
distributed to people worldwide who cannot afford eyewear. 



 

 

CREATIVE ARTS 
DONATION 

Crystal Lake Lions Club donated $1,000 to CreaƟve Arts in 
Crystal Lake in January. The funding will go for scholar-
ships for students.. Shown above from leŌ to right: Lion 
Derek Benton, Lion Bob Moravec, Coordinator ScoƩ LiƩle 
and CreaƟve Arts Director Sam Sieber. 
Lion Rob Cruise was also on hand taking the photo and  
delivering the check. 





Calm     
before the 

storm. 

WEL-
COME 

TO 
STEAK 
FRY 26 

Silent      
AucƟon        

Tables Went 
On and On... 



Lion Tim Carone    
presents  $$$  to    
drawing winner 

Lion MaƩ Eby and 
BriƩany  work the 

Ring Toss Game 

FIRE 
UP DEM 
GRILLS 





Lion John Dewey ^ 

Lion JT 


