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Crystal Lake Lions Club-Serving In Its 78th Year 

Upcoming Events-Mark Your Calendars 

First Fall Club Meeting– Monday, September 14 at The Cottage-6:30pm 

Candy Day, Friday, October 9 & Saturday, October 10-                                                                                   
Please plan to spend at least two hours on the street Friday or Saturday! 

Diabetic Retinopathy/Macular Degeneration Unit-Wednesday, October 21 at 
Raue Center, 8am-11:30am.    

Club Will Host Diabetic 

Retinopathy/Macular Unit 
District 1-J Vision Chairman and 

Crystal Lake Lion Bob Gustafson 

announced that the Crystal Lake 

Lions Club will host the Lions of 

Illinois Foundation Diabetic Reti-

nopathy/Macular Degeneration 

Screening Unit in October.   

In conjunction with the Home 

State Bank’s Senior Class Club’s 

free movie on Wednesday, Octo-

ber 21st, the unit will provide 

screening for interested seniors.  

The screening will be held at the 

Raue Center in Downtown Crystal 

Lake from 8am to 11:30am.   

One or two Lions will be required 

to help register seniors interested 

in undergoing the screening.   

The Diabetic Retinopathy/Macular 

Degeneration Screening Unit is 

one of the thirteen free programs 

and services provided by the Lions 

of Illinois Foundation.  

First 2009-2010 

Club Meeting 

The first Crystal Lake Lions Club 

meeting of the 2009-2010 Lions 

year will be Monday, September 

14 at 6:30pm at the Cottage.     

Lionization, of course, will take 

place prior to the meeting.  

All Crystal Lake Lions are urged to 

attend.  Many important items will 

be discussed.  

Sign up for the first major project of 

2009-2010, Candy Day, will be 

available.   

An update on the Community Sign 

Project will be provided (see page 

4 of this newsletter) and all 2009-

2010 Lions projects will be dis-

cussed.   

This year club meetings will be 

held at three different venues, the 

Cottage, D’Andrea’s Banquets and 

Porter’s Oyster Bar.  Check the 

schedule included in the August 

newsletter or the Meeting schedule 

on page 2 of this newsletter.  If you 

need a copy of the schedule for 

2009-2010, contact Lion John 

Landon at landon@mc.net. He’ll 

be happy to email you an addi-

tional copy.   

Candy Day-October 9 & 10 
Candy Days are Friday and Saturday, 

October 9 and 10.  Crystal Lake Lions 

have always supported this Lions of 

Illinois Foundation effort and, in fact, 

we have received numerous State 

awards for our participation.   

This year, Lions Nick Parashis and 

Richard Kraft are asking members to 

sign up for at least one two hour shift 

on Friday or Saturday. Of course, 

signing up for more than one shift is   

encouraged.  

Members are also asked to solicit 

local businesses to underwrite the 

cost of the Candy.  Underwriting   the 

cost of a case of candy is   $75.00 for 

a full case or  $37.50 for a half case.   

Sample underwriting letters are avail-

able from Lions Nick Parashis and 

Richard Kraft and have previously 

been emailed to all members for 

whom we have email addesses.  

“We’d like to cover all our usual spots 

and perhaps add one or two if our 

members come forth and volunteer,” 

Lion Nick Parashis said. 

A member information sheet is en-

closed in this newsletter.  Please fill it 

out and return it as soon as possible. 

Sign up sheets will be available at both 

September meetings.  All questions 

should be directed to  Lion Nick Para-

shis at Parashis@sbcglobal.net or 

Richard Kraft at rkraft28@hotmail.com.   
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Can you believe it is already September?  And as we all know that 

means it is time for the Crystal Lake Lions Club to start meeting  for 

another year.  In the August newsletter there was a separate meet-

ing schedule sheet that I asked all of you to put on your refrigerator 

or other location in your house that would be most obvious so you 

were not confused on where each meeting was to be.  Lion Landon 

even went a step further and color coded it, thanks Lion John.  If 

there is confusion of any kind please don’t hesitate to give me a 

call. (Lion Landon will send you a replacement via email on request-

just email him at landon@mc.net.) 

Unfortunately we started off this year with the resignation of four 

members.  I encourage every Lion to take an active role in replen-

ishing those lost Lions.  I am confident that with proactive efforts 

from every member we can overcome that loss and even have an 

increase on our roster by the end of the year.  The continued 

strength of our very successful club depends on those efforts. 

Four Lions attended the Candy Days Jamboree in August hosted by 

the Roselle Lions.  A warm feeling of helping others in need was felt 

with the letters and tape recordings played from children that have 

experienced significant positive changes in their lives through the 

programs supported by the Lions of Illinois Foundation.  With Candy 

Days just around the corner I encourage every member to set aside 

time either on Friday, October 9th or Saturday, October 10th and par-

ticipate in our club’s first fundraising event of the year.  Lions Rich-

ard Kraft and Nick Parashis are heading this event so let’s all get 

out and help make this the most successful Candy Days we’ve had. 

I encourage each of you to set aside time twice a month to attend 

the club meetings.  I believe it is no secret that our club is chal-

lenged with attendance.  If you see a fellow Lion through the course 

of the weeks ahead encourage them to come on out and attend a 

meeting.  If you haven’t been to a meeting lately come on out.  Our 

participation is what makes them fun!  See you there… 

Yours in Lionism, 

Lion Rick Miller 

Meeting Schedule 

First Scheduled Fall Club Meeting, Monday, September 14, 2009 - Cottage. 

Program Meeting, Monday, September 28, 2009-Porterôs 

Board Meeting, Monday, October 12, Cottage 

Program Meeting, Monday, October 26, DôAndreaôs 

(Regular Board & Program Meetings begin at 6:30pm. Lionization at 6:00pm) 



 International 

Officers Elected 

in Minneapolis 

President 

Eberhard J. Wirfs, of Kelkheim am Taunus, 

Hessen, Germany, was elected president.   

President Wirfs, an entrepreneur and retired 

CEO of his own company, is a pioneer in 

the marketing of frozen food specialties 

across Europe.  

Using as his presidential theme Move to 

Grow, President Wirfs plans to build mo-

mentum or movement and “grow” associa-

tion membership in order to meet the in-

creasing needs for community service 

around the world.  

President Wirfs is an experienced and ef-

fective leader with particular strength in 

membership development and extension 

and leadership training, and in combining 

service and fellowship.  

President Wirfs and his wife, Margit, also a 

Melvin Jones Fellow, have two sons. Oliver 

and daughter-in-law, Sandra, have one 

daughter, Hannah-Carlotta. Marcus is mar-

ried to Pauline, who is from France.  

 

First Vice President 

Sid Scruggs, of Vass, North Carolina, USA, 

was elected as first vice president.  Vice 

President Scruggs is a retired commercial 

airline pilot.  

A member of the Vass Lions Club, he has 

held many offices within the association, 

including  club president, multiple district 

extension chairperson and district governor. 

In addition Vice President Scruggs has been a 

presenter at the USA/Canada and Europa 

Leadership forums and an instructor for the 

Lions Clubs International Leadership Institute 

and the District Governors-elect School. He is 

actively involved with dog guides for the blind.  

Vice President Scruggs and his wife, Judy, also 

a Lion and a Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow, 

have four children and 15 grandchildren.  

 

Second Vice President   

Wing-Kun Tam, of Hong Kong Special 

Administrative Region (SAR), China, was 

elected as second vice president . 

Vice President Tam is the chairperson of 

an air transportation group of companies.      

A member of the Mt. Cameron Lions Club 

since 1981, Vice President Tam has held 

many offices within the association, in-

cluding club president, zone chair, region 

chair, district governor, 1992 International 

Convention Bidding and Host chair, Cam-

paign SightFirst multinational coordinator 

and OSEAL recording secretary, District 

Governor-elect Seminar group leader, 

SightFirst China Action executive chair, 

2005 International Convention Bidding 

Committee executive chair and honorary 

Host Committee chair. In addition, he 

served on the international board for nine 

years with seven years as board ap-

pointee and two years as international 

director, including one year on the execu-

tive board committee.  

Vice President Tam has three children – 

Alvin, Tiffany and Andrew.  

 

International Director 

Fifteen new International Directors were 

elected at the International Convention in 

Minneapolis.  Seven new directors come 

from the United States.   

Most important for Illinois Lions was the 

election of International Director Lion Dan 

O’Reilly who hails from  Stickney, Illinois in 

District 1-A. 

 

ñThank You, Illinois Lions 

For Your Support,ò   

International Director              

Dan and Maryanne OôReilly 

Eberhard J Wirfs, International President 

A Thank You 

For What We Do 

Lion Bob Gustafson received the 

following letter recently from a 

Crystal Lake resident we helped 

out.  

Dear Mr. Gustafson and Crystal 

Lake Lions Club Members,  

I would like to thank you for the 

opportunity that I have been given.  

Thank you for paying for my books 

and part of my tuition.  This has 

helped me reach my goal for this 

year in taking five classes. I am 

going to work really  hard this year 

and years to come because oppor-

tunities like this do not come often, 

unless one works really hard for 

them.  My whole family is really 

grateful for what the Lions Club 

has done for me and other people 

in our communities.  For your gen-

erosity I am willing to be a part of 

any Lions Club fundraiser or any 

other event the Lions Club holds.  I 

am willing to put the time and effort 

to help the lions Club help other 

people in need.  Never hesitate to 

contact me for any help the Lions 

Club needs.  On more I want to 

say thank you for the opportunity 

that the Lions Club has given me in 

reaching my goal this semester.  

Sincerely,  

Juan Gonzalez, Crystal Lake 

jgonzalezh614@hotmail.com 

 

This is just one of the many thank- 

yous the Crystal Lake Lions Club 

has received for its many contribu-

tions to those who need our help in 

the Crystal Lake community.    

Give yourselves a round of ap-

plause, Crystal Lake Lions.  You 

are needed and you meet many 

needs.   
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Want to Learn More About Lionism?     
   Check Out These Websites: 

Lions Clubs International  www.lionsclubs.org   

Multiple District 1(Illinois)  www.illinoislionsmd1.org 

Lions District 1-J   www.district1jlions.org             

Lions of Illinois Foundation      www.lionsofillinoisfoundation.org 

Crystal Lake Lions Club   www.crystallakelions.org 

Did You Know? (as of 7/31/09) 

Illinois Lions number 17,898 in 579 clubs in twelve districts   

District 1-J has 2,713 Lions in 71 clubs (1-J is the largest district in Illinois) 

Crystal Lake Lions are 61 strong    

First M
eeting 

Monday, September 14 

Cottage-6:30 pm 

Community Sign Update 

Holy smokes it has finally happened.  We have successfully secured the dollars to fund the sign 

project.  The transaction took place on Friday, August 28th.  It is hard to believe the lights at the 

end of the tunnel have turned on and this sign is almost a reality.  Steps will be taken rather 

quickly to get that shovel in the ground and start digging.  I do not see any reason this sign can-

not be completed and operational by the end of October.  I would like to send special thanks to 

Lions Fred Roediger, and Kevin Myers for their participation in making this major step a reality. 


