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Crystal Lake Lions Club-Serving In Its 78th Year 

Upcoming Events-Mark Your Calendars 

Fall Raffle, Friday, November 20, Porter’s Oyster Bar 

Holiday Dinner, Monday, December 14, D’Andrea’s Banquets 

Steak Fry, Saturday, February 6, D’Andrea’s Banquets 

Community Events Sign Lights The Tunnel 
The Community Events Sign 

committee stayed strong and 

persevered and now is able to 

see the lights at the end of the 

tunnel ready to ñLIGHT UPò!  All 

the formal documentation is com-

plete and the contract signed set-

ting the official starting point for 

the project.  This project that 

started as a flicker of an idea in 

the eyes of past president Lion 

Randy Funk will soon be the 

flashing of lights in McCormick 

Park. 

The electronic portion of the sign 

is under construction in Danville, 

Illinois while the base construc-

tion is in the works in Crystal 

Lake, Illinois.  This project is con-

sidered the largest single project 

the Crystal Lake Lions Club has 

undertaken and when the finan-

cial obligations are completed will 

become the single largest annual 

source of income for the club for 

years to come.  While it seems to 

have taken light years to accom-

plish the efforts of several will 

definitely prove to be most re-

warding for our club. 

The lights should shine on Lions 

Bill Limbach, Art Pears, Bob Mo-

ravec, Mike Cortina, Fred Roedi-

ger, Kevin Meyers, Rick Miller, 

and especially Bill Franz.  Lion 

Bill provided the expertise and 

horsepower to cut through the 

bureaucratic layers of govern-

ment that was causing blackouts 

in the progress of the project.  A 

special thanks to Lion Randy 

Funk for having the lights come on 

in his head and start the wheels in 

motion for this worthy project that 

will once again put the Crystal 

Lake Lions Club in the spot light of 

the community! 

Special thanks go out to Mr. Don 

Courington of Sure-Lite Sign 

Company.  Don worked diligently 

with the club turning on lights one 

at a time as the scope of the pro-

ject came in to focus.  He stood by 

the club ready to accommodate 

the continuous changes that came 

to light from city departments with 

an acceptable final contract. 

The project timeline was charted 

out under the evening lights and 

submitted by Don and is included 

for your review.  There has al-

ready been a delay mostly caused 

by the weather with location add-

ing to the delay.  We are seeking 

the stamp of approval from the 

Zoning Department; once the hole 

is dug we donôt want any neon 

surprises blinding our eyes.  While 

the lights appear to have dimmed 

slightly there is still comfort that 

the colored lights will be flashing 

communicating community events 

by the first of December. 

Candy Day A Success 
Lions Nick Parashis and Richard 

Kraft report that 2009 Candy Day, 

despite the lousy weather, was a  

success for the Crystal Lake Lions 

Club.   

Revenues from on the street dona-

tions were actually a bit more than 

they were in 2008.  Underwriting 

revenues were a bit less than 2008.   

Lions Parashis and Kraft urge all 

Crystal Lake Lions to seek addi-

tional donations (underwriting) from 

businesses and individuals in the 

Crystal Lake area.   

The final Candy Day report needs 

to be filed by December 1 so we 

have nearly a month to seek addi-

tional donations to make Candy 

Day 2009 an even greater success 

than it is at this point.  

If you have any questions, contact 

L i o n  N i c k  a t  P a r a -

shis@sbcglobal.net and Lion Rich-

ard at rkraft28@hotmail.com.   
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The 2009-2010 year is in full swing and we learned that our club has come 

out of the block in full force.  The Candy Day weekend has been classified 

a success overriding economic concerns when the committee chairs Lion 

Nick and Lion Richard presented a preliminary report at the October board 

meeting.  We all look forward to the final tally the event generates.  Thanks 

again to Lion Nick and Lion Richard and all the Lions that supported the 

event. 

Everyone take a breathé   OK, now that we have all rested letôs get on to 

the next order of business.  The Fall Raffle is knocking on the door.  Sched-

uled for Friday, November 20, 2009 tickets are going fast.  Porterôs Oyster 

Bar is the location for this fast paced event.  Come out that Friday evening 

and bring a friend.  The better participation we give this event the more suc-

cessful it will be.  I look forward to the event and hope to see many of you 

there. 

The month of November is the beginning of the cold northern winds and 

there are several things for all of us to think about.  The news is overwhelm-

ing us with the challenges accompanying the outbreak of the flu season.  

Heed the warnings and follow the recommendations to help keep it in check 

with your family.  Also schedule a day and spend time running through a 

winter check list.  Make sure you have taken the steps to button up your 

homes, ensure the furnace is running safe and efficient, and if you have a 

fireplace and it has been some time since the chimney has been cleaned 

give that chimney sweep a call. 

We have a full year of fundraising effort and events ahead and we will need 

help from every member to make this year as successful as years past.  

Letôs all stay healthy and strong. 

Yours in Lionism, 

Lion Rick Miller 

 

Meeting Schedule  

Board Meeting, Monday, November 9, Cottage 

Fall Raffle , Friday, November 20, Porters 

Program Meeting, Monday, November 23, Porters 

Holiday Dinner. Monday, December 14, DôAndreaôs 

Board Meeting, Monday, January 11, Cottage 

Program Meeting, Monday, January 25, Porters 

Steak Fry, Saturday, February 6, DôAndreaôs  

(Regular Board & Program Meetings begin at 6:30pm. Lionization at 6:00pm)  



Have You            

Remembered Your 

Lions of Illinois 

Foundation           

in Your Will? 

By Lion President Rick Miller 

The second District 1-J / Fox River 

Region meeting was held 

Wednesday, October 28th.  The 

event was sponsored by The Dun-

dee Township Lions club and held 

at the Randall Oaks Golf Club.  

The region meetings are held 

three times each year and spon-

sored by a different Lions Club 

each time.  Our club had a total of 

five members representing it that 

included Lions John Landon, Nick 

Parashis, Bob Jarvis, Bob Gustaf-

son, and Rick Miller.  A buffet style 

dinner of salad, BBQ pork chops, 

scalloped potatoes, and green 

beans proved to be most excellent 

and how can you top off a desert 

of warm apple pie. While I did not 

spend time at the bar there was 

rumor that a second bartender 

would have been a plus.  Tickets 

were sold for a 50/50 raffle and 

also several nice prizes.  While it 

seemed the McHenry Lions club 

dominated the raffle prizes (they 

had 13 members attending the 

event) I did come away with a win-

ning ticket and a gift certificate to 

the Village Vintner Winery in Car-

pentersville, Illinois. 

Every club member has an oppor-

tunity to attend these meetings 

and the cost is covered by the club 

and included in the budgeting 

process.  If you have never been 

to one the next one is in February 

sponsored by the Richmond Lions.  

I encourage you to participate add-

ing to the representation of 

strength our club continuously dis-

plays as well as an opportunity to 

learn about what other clubs are 

doing to promote Lionism in their 

respective communities along with 

major events scheduled that sup-

port the Lions of Illinois Founda-

tion.  So in January when I ask for 

names of club members that are 

interested in attending, raise your 

hand and come out for the evening 

and experience the event.  I know 

weôve sponsored this event more 

than once but attending at our own 

ñhouseò is not the sameé 

Fox River Region Meeting 

A Sign Of The Times 
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Want to Learn More About Lionism?     
   Check Out These Websites:  

Lions Clubs International   www.lionsclubs.org   

Multiple District 1(Illinois)   www.illinoislionsmd1.org 

Lions District 1 -J   www.district1jlions.org             

Lions of Illinois Foundation      www.lionsofillinoisfoundation.org 

Crystal Lake Lions Club    www.crystallakelions.org 

Did You Know? (as of 9/30/09) 

Illinois Lions number 17,825 in 577 clubs in twelve districts   

District 1-J has 2,702 Lions in 71 clubs (1-J is the largest district in Illinois) 

Crystal Lake Lions are 60 strong    
Fall Raffle 

Friday, November 20 

Porters Oyster Bar 

Task Name Duration Start Finish 

Order Electronic Message Center & Masonry Base 1 Day 16-Oct 16-Oct 

J.U.L.I.E. Location 5 Days 19-Oct 23-Oct 

Foundation & Install Steel 3 Days 26-Oct 28-Oct 

Electric 1 Day 26-Oct  

Install Masonry Base  & Obelisk 3 Days 9-Nov 11-Nov 

Install Message Center 2 Days 16-Nov 17-Nov 

Fabricate & Install End Panels on Message Center 2 Days 23-Nov 24-Nov 

Take Down Old Sign 1 Day 30-Nov  

Tentative Community Sign Schedule 


